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Welcome toupland birdhunting! This courseshould provide you with basic knowledge about
upland bird hunting in Washington State and give you a general guide to be sucoegsiu
hunting pursuits

In our Basic Hunter Education course, we teach students how to hunt shifedycourse is

designed to give you anoverviev¥ (G KS oA 2f 23& | YR Kl oAbdda 27F 2| ¢
how to hunt themeffectively. This guide will also help teach you about game handling, hunting
equipmentregulations and choices, correct shot placement, and muckenThese topics will

helpyou becomemore knowledgeable as launter and make the animals you harvest become

great table fare.

One thing to remember when pursuing any animal is that it is called hunting for a reason. You

may not be successfulinharvgsd 'y | yYAYFf S@SNE RIFI&3X 2NJ SOSNE
enduring challenge and fun of hunting. Each season brings a new opportunity to hone your

skills. To properly set your expectations, check the annual harvest statistics, which are posted

on the WDRV website athttps://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/management/gaméiarvest

For most of us, hunting is about much more than a successful hatvéstQd | 6 2 dzi & LISY R
afield bonding with family and friends, watching the sunrise over the mountains on a dtisp fa
morning, and having exciting stories to tell when you get home.

Photo byKelly McAllister, James Cummings, and WDFW
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WDFW offersnany different licenses thatllowyou to huntvarious game speciés

Washington.To huntupland birds in Washington, you will need to purchase a small game
license.To hunt western Washington pheasants you will have to purchase the necessary
permits.You can also receive a discount if you purchase your small game license and a big game
licenseas a combination license. Remember that you will not receive the discount unless the
license items are purchased at the same time.

License choices are as follows:
1 Small Gaméicense
o Allows you to hunsmall gamesuch asupland birds forest grouseand rabbits,
aswell asunclassified animals such as coyote.
1 Any of the big game combos with the discounted small game license
o Allows you to hunthe big game species denoted by the licersaall game,
forest grouseandunclassified animals.

Wt KSFal yi
W The ringneck pheasant is one of the largest
/ and certainly the most brightly colored of

(rooster) ringneck weighs two and a half to

\ three pounds and measures up to 35 inches
1 from the tip of its beak to the tip ofs tail.

That long, pointed tail may account for over
half the overall length. An adult hen pheasant
weighs about two to two and a half pounds
and has a much shorter tail.
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even to Noth America. The first pheasants

were brought from China and successfully introduced into western Oregon in 1881. Washington
received its first ringhecks in 1883, and heavy plants were made in western Washington in the
early 1890s and in several areas atrn
Washington later in that decade. The first
Evergreen State pheasant season opened in 18

Photo byKen

A few small, sel§ustaining populations of ring
neck pheasants occur in the agricultural areas
westof the Cascades, but the gramoducing
lands on the east side of the state provide the
best pheasant habitat and the highest ringck |
populations. WDFW releases thousands of-pen |

Photo byWikimedia Creative Commons, Charlesjshal
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raised birds in both eastern and western Washington provide additional ryppity for upland
bird hunters.

In eastern Washington you are only allowed to harvest roosters (male pheasEmeg)have
the distinct ring around their neck, a green head and red feathers around their legesmle
pheasants or henare not legal to harvest in eastern Washingt&ither sex is legal to harvest
when pheasant hunting in western Washington

Sharp-tailed and Sage Grouse Are Protected

These are the areas you will likely encounter Sage and Sharp-tailed Grouse.
Remember these species are protected and cannot be hunted.

—_

Sage Grouse Sharp-tailed Grouse
Primary Management Zone Primary Management Zone

Sharp-tailed and Sage Grouse Are Protected

The hunting season is CLOSED for both of these game birds. Their
sagebrush and grassland habitats in Washington have changed
dramatically since the state was settled. The population status of
these birds is sensitive. Other game birds such as pheasant, gray
partridge (huns), and quail may occur in similar areas. Hunters need
to be certain of their targets. Both sage and sharp-tailed grouse are
quite distinctive from other game birds. Know your target.

lomtal\ -

black bely

long, pointed tail

Hunting Strategiex Eastern Washington

Taking to the field early in the season provides the opportunity to get first crack at young,

dzy 6 NBX YR dadzySRdzOF i SRé¢ o0ANRA GKFG KFE@SyQa @
hunting dogs and people wearing hunter orange clothing. Thosestinatve the first week or

two of the season tend tésmartenupé and therefore become harder to hunt. Starting your

hunt early in the day gives you an opportunity to hunt pheasants leaving their roosts to search

for food and grit(for their crop) and ative birds in more open country are easier to find. Like

many game animals and birds, ringcks are often most active during the first two hours of the

morning and again during the last hour or two before dark.



Pheasants like to roost or rest in tall @vTry walking any ditch that has cowendis fairly

close to agricultural field€attail patches, standing crops (with farmer approuairk stands

of Russian olive and other treeend high bushes are great placedtry hunting for pheasants.

In areas where corn and other grain or seed crops have been recently harvested, hunt the cover
immediately surrounding

the cut fields for birds that

RARY QU fioNhe# St F I NJ
former hiding spots

Early gason pheasants
often sit tight and flush

| fairly close, which makes
| them perfect targets for

o| small groups of hunters.
Walk a zigzag pattern and
stay fairly close together to
cover more ground and
keep pheasants from
sneaking away between
hunters.

Photo byWDFW
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and their canine companion®heasantsesort to hiding, changing their daily habits, moving to

a new neighborhood and/or flying at the first sight or sound of husit@nd their dogs. If you
want to keep harvesting pheasants, ymwstchange your tactics accordingly.

There are several ways pheasant hunters can benefit from teaming up rather than hunting

alone. Three or four pairs of legs can cover a lot more gromadkeckup a lot more birds into

the air. Thismeans more potential shooting opportunity for everyone involved. Two or more

hunters can worlboth sides of a thick hedge row or brushy ditch line and get shots at birds that

fly out on either side. Huntingféeld of standing corn, a cattail patch or other tall cover can be

an exercise in futility for a lone hunter, but with a small group you can send two or three

Kdzy 0 SNBE GKNRdzZAK GKS O20SNJ FyR Llad | O2dz) S 2
exiting birds.

Hunting Strategiex Western Washington

Western Washington pheasant huntirgya different type of huntindt resembleghe style of

hunt in North Dakota or South Dakota, whaasa line of hunters walk a fieldVith thisstyle of
hunting, you will want to find a spot in the line that gives you a good zone of fire and will allow
you to hunt cover you like to hunt. You will also want to hunt edges of trees and #eigs.

cover that is thick at the top and not at the pheasant level shbwld birds.Western

Washington pheasantre farm raised and releasefdr hunters.
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Both valley (California) quail and mountain quail are found in Washington. Valley quail are the
more abundant of the twepeciesand are foundbn both sides of the GaadesAlthough the
largest populations and best valley quail huntoagursin eastern Washington. Mountain quail
are huntable inwestern Washington only and are protected by a closed season east of the
Cascades.

The mountain quaithe largest member of the quail family,
may weigh over half a pound and measure 11 to 12 inches in
§] length. Its head plume (top knot) is taller and straighter than
S| that of the valley quail, especially when standing on the
| ground or perched. Males and femalesk very much alike,
% with chestnutcolored throat patches and chestnut sides with
| wide, white bars. They tend to travel in small coveys, usually
¥« O10 10 birds. Most common in California, Oregand parts

] of WSAUSNY 2FaKAYy3Iiz2yI mh&&SaONBE {K:
“¢ annual migration, moving upslope into the high country
during the spring and returning to the lowlands in the fall.

Photo byWwDFW

Mountain quail are most likely to be found two to six year
old clearcuts, under power lines, and in tall stands of scotch broom. Their tendency to run
rather than fly or hold for a pointing dog makes them an especially challenging upland game
bird.

California (Valley) quadire aiginally found from southern Oregon to the sound end of the Baja
Peninsula and as far daas the western edge of NevadEe valley quail has been introduced
throughoutmuch of thewest, including Hawaii and
British Columbia. Both males and femadg®rt a :
curving plume, comprised of several small feather{S 3¢
OKFG RNR2LA T2NBFNRO ¢ L8
darkerthan the femalesMales have a dark brown [ = es
cap and a black face edged in whit brown back,
a greyblue chest and a light brown bellyefrales
and immature birds are mainly grdyyown with a
light-colored belly. A covey of valley quail may
range from a dozen to several dozen birds.

Valley quail habitaits widespread anehcludes thick

tangles of trees and tall brush, especially near strdseds, small ponds and wetland areas
They also inhabwalley bottoms with patches of Russian olive, oak or high,g@dehes of low
brush, weeds or tall gras¥alley quail can also be found aladpes of standing corn, wheat or
other grain fieldsand medium to heavy cover surrounding harvested fields.



Hunting Strategies

As with other upland game birds,is
possible to hunt quailithout a dog.
One strategy is ttravelback roads
looking for tracks, droppingand
dusting holes that indicate there may
be birds nearby. When you find
evidence of birds, walk the edge of the
road in short bursts, stopping often
@ near patches of roadside cover. Each
{ time you stop, wait at least 15 or 20
seconds before moving oif there are
guail nearby, theynayget nervous and
take to the air. The same stegnd-go
strategy may also work for a lone
hunter in relatively open areas with

Photo byWDFW

scattered patches of lono moderate cover.

Anotherstrategyfor quail huntes without dogds to hunt in groups of three or more,
FfOGSNYFGSte aLXle@Ay3d R23I¢& F2NJ SFOK 20KSNW ¢KS
areas of heavy cover and flush birds into the open ahead of their hunting parfrtass

technique works best in fairly smallesrs and in narrow ribbons of covéirthe cover patch is

too large quail may simply run or, if they do flush, stay within their brushy havehrafuse to

fly into the open.

A welttrained dog, of course, can do a better job of playing dog than a huwwaapandcan be a
huge hunting assefThe pointing breedare great, especially in low cover and open, shiub
steppe country, but a tough flushing dog might offeraatvantagen the kinds of thick cover
where valley quail often hideédny well trained dog@n improve your chances for a successful
hunt.

Regardless of your hunting situation or strat&gy & 2 dzQ NErvestindredjbagif youdisten

as well as watchQuail areverya G I £ 1 I 0 And&Evarious dasar clucks to
communicate with edt other, and hunters can ughis to their advantage. When a covey is
scattered, birds will often emit a sort of crowing whistle to locate each otBeh calls may
alsoerupt around dusk, as birds roost for the night. Hunters can often get the chorus started
with a qualil call, and use the responses to help pinpoint likely hunting spots for the next
morning.

A common scenario for quail hunters is to raise a covey ahdrgeor two shots if they all take
flight at once, or perhaps stand and shoot several times if birds raise one or two at a time and
GKSNBQa |y 2leddieMBedagkoifss Wheretheidgatter, quail may fly long
distances, never to be seen agdat least not that day), or they may settle to the ground only a
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http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunting/upland_birds/graphics/hunter_quail.jpg

few dozen yards away and you can spend the next hour flushing singles and doubles. Those
singles and doubles will sometimes hold very tight once they hit the ground, letting a hunter or
dogwalk right up on top of them before they fly. Those are the rises that may just about cause
cardiac arrest, but also tend to provide hunters with the longest possible reaction time for a
good shot.

If you raise a covey in or near trees and tall bushes, quail may resort to the frustrating tactic of
simply flying up and perching in the overhead limbs, giving you no time for ashotg

Shooting sitting quail offree limbs is the birdhunting equivalent of shooting fish in a barrel, so
you may find yourself resorting to throwing rocks and sticks to get them to take flight. It may be
easier and more productive to walk away and return 30 to 60 minutes later, in hioge$ & Qf f
have returned to the ground and can be flushed again.

| Kdzl F NJ t |

Chukars are native to Asia and southe
Europe, and they thvie in dry, rocky,
steep country Although now found
throughout the western United States
and in parts of British Columbia and
Mexico, some of the best chukar
hunting is found in the Snake River
region of Washington, Oregon, and
Idaho.

An adult chukar measures 13 to 14
inches long and weighs abt three-
guarters ofa pound, making ita little
larger than a valley quail and a little
smaller than a ruffed grouse. Also b
known as redegged partridge and rock| = s«
LI NI NRA R3S 5 -grayfostheQ NJ -~ «
back, wings, and breast, with a buff —
belly and flanksnarked with vertical
bars of black and chestnut. A black band extends across the eyes and down the side of the
head, neck, and upper breast. The throat is white, while the beak, legs, and feet are red.

Photo byChuck Abbe

Typical chukar habitat features cliffs, bluffs, camyealls, talus slopes and other generally
verticalterrain. They not only roost in steep, rocky areas, but feed on grains, seeds, forbs and
grasses they find among and around the rock piles and cliffs. Brush provides nesting cover in
spring and shade frorhhe summer heat, so sage, greasewood, and other bushy vegetation is

FyYy AYLRNIOFYOG LING 2F GKSANI KFoAGrHOGd 1§ 0K2dzaK
OANR alLISOASas (KSNBQa dza tiesd birdscorgregate.i S NJ & 2 dzZNDO S
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Hunting $rategies

Chukar will sometimes move down to flatter ground to feed at the edge of whelaapfields,

but chukar huntingisuallyinvolveshiking, climbing and crawling up and down steep slopes,

around the edges of rock outcroppings and canyon w@klsilars often feed throughout the

morning and then move to shady slopes and draws, dusting sites and water holes during mid
RFred ¢KSeQff dzadzZdftte o6S3aAYy Y2@0Ay3a o601 G261 NR

. » ) i Y.
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Later in the fall, as snow
/| begins to accumlate in
lel AGSNY 2 aKAy3Gz2
chukar hauntsthey tend
‘| to congregate in areas
y| that are relatively free of
¥ snow. Pursuing these
{ birds over snow and iece
covered rocks on their
| home turf can be risky,
but also productive.

@] While legging iout all
day and flushing coveys
wherever you find them
is standard chukar
hunting procedure, there are other ways to find birds. One is to scan distant slopes with
binoculars, looking for feeding or roosting birds, then get into position for a stalk.

£
B

]

Photo byWDFW

Lisening for the clucks and cackles that give the chukar its name is another way to locate birds.
Like qualil, they call to help maintain contact among members of a covey, and attentive hunters
can use those sounds to pinpoint the@dswhereabouts. You cansa use a chukar call to draw

a response and get the conversation started.

Whenever possibldry to approach chukars from above. While they tend to fly downhill, they
usually run uphillChukarare notorious for running out of shooting range before risiagd

they can get up a hillside much faster than you can. Chasing a covey of runners up the side of a
mountain rarely produces a good shooting opportunitiere is aather high probability that

at any given time of day most birds will be at the samerapimate elevationSo if you flush a

covey at one point along a hillside, move updlibut 10 to 20 feeand continue along that line

in hopesof being just above the next covey you encounter.

Chukars have geputationfor spookng easily, and natoldingwell for a dog, but, as in any
upland bird hunting, a good dog is going to find chukars that even the bedetyged hunter
g2y QiG F A-woking pointed it & go&l choice as a chukar dog, but a pointer or flusher
trained to work below birdsind flush them back up toward you is even better. Remember,
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though, that the steep hills and cliffs that comprise chukar country pose a serious threa
undisciplined or unmanageable dogs.

LF¥ @2dz R2y Qi KI @S | 0ANR R2adstithiivesickuka®. D% (2 Kdzy
tactic isto do a stopand-go push throughmoving quickly while walking, then stopping for 30
seconds nelacover to make hiding birdsde their nerve and flush.

DN 61 dzy 3| NR b
[t I NI NRRIS

Making their Amean debut in the
late-nineteenth century, these
European imports were first released
in Washington and California but are
now found in huntable numbers in
about a dozemwestern and

midwestern states and most Canadian
provinces. The first birds released in
this country came from Hungary, so
the gray partridge is also commonly
known as Hungarian partridge, or Hun.

Gray partridgegrow to just over a foot
long and weigh about threquarters

of a pound Classic Hungarian partridge country might be a field of oo wheat stubble
bordered or intersected by a couple of brushy draws or a gesitlging hillside dotted with
sagebrush. A small stream, pgrat wetland nearby would likely make such a spot even more
attractive to a covey of Huns.

Photo byWDFW

Tomost hunters, th@ NI & LI NI NAR3IS R2Say Qi F LIISEFN GSNE 31
fA1Ste (2 &-Gobreditél Gnd ceddisir@a babkimddiwings as it flies straight

away from them. If the bird is crossing, you may see the chestnut and gray bagsital flanks.

A horseshoeshaped mark of dark chestnut covers the lower half of the breast.

Hunting Strategies

Huntersonly harvest aboub,000 gray partridge a year, far fewer than any other upland ltfird.
you want to huntgray partridge though,there are ways to improve your chancésrst, cover a
f2G0 2F INRdzyR® , 2dz 62y Qi FAYR R21Sya 2F o0ANRA
FNBY Qi (KIFIG KAIKT FyegKSNBE® [ 2dzNJ 6Sad oSd Aa
of flushinga couple of coveys in a day.

Gray partridgdike to feed around the edges of grain fields and in patches of-beadng
weeds and grasses. They tend to roost, hide and rest in hay fields, tall grass, brush patches, and

13



along fence lines. On windy day®ey may take
shelter behind tree lines, fence rows, boulders,
buildings, or in narrow draws and on lee hillsides.

Gray partridgdend to be more skittish than quail
and other upland species, and may run or flush wild
when a dog (or hurgr) approaches. Some veteran
partridge hunters prefer and recommend dogs that
are trained to lock up on point as soon as they
detect gray partridgescent When a dog does lock
up ongray partridge the hunter should move in fast
to shorten the shooting dtance before the birds fly.

2 KSYy FTfdzZaAKSRXZ 3N} & LI NGINRRIS dzadz tfeée R2yQG Fif

but they may fly far, especially later in the season

Photo byWDFW

GKSY G(KSeQ@S KIFIR a42YS KdzyiAy3a LINBaada2NEd ! f (iK2
flushed birds usually stay together, the good news is that if you aeetaldbcate singles or
doubles after the first rise, they tend to hold better for a dog than coveys will.

DNR dza S

There aresixgrouse species thatall Washington State home. They are the ruffed grossety
grouse,dusky grousespruce grouse, sage grouse, and sHaifed grouseFourof the six

grouse areopen for huntingn Washington. The sage and shaagied grouse arg@rotected
endangeredspeciesandit is illegalto huntthem. These two grouse are gendsafound in

prairie areas. Large scale wildfires in 2015 altered the prairie habitats and home ranges of these
species. Some of the populations may haweved closer to forest grouse hahigalt is

imperativeto identify the grouse prior tg&hooting because of their close resemblance

Flyingsharptailed grouse
Photo by WDFW
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Flying sage grouse
Photo by WDFW




































